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The HRA was reviewed against the proposed Main Modifications subject to public consultation. 
This report confirmed its previous conclusions2. Natural England made formal representations 
as part of the Main Modifications consultation on the HRA and confirmed that they note that the 

/sites/default/files/2024-02/������վ%20Borough%20Local%20Plan%20Main%20Modifications%20Habitats%20Regulations%20assessment%20report%20February%202024.pdf
/sites/default/files/2024-02/������վ%20Borough%20Local%20Plan%20Main%20Modifications%20Habitats%20Regulations%20assessment%20report%20February%202024.pdf
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Appropriate assessment 
CBC undertook an objective scientific assessment of the implications of the project on the 
qualifying features of the Arun Valley, Ashdown Forest, The Mens, European sites using the best 
scientific knowledge in the field.  

This is set out in full detail in the Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Crawley Borough 
Local Plan (Lepus, January 2023) and reviewed in the Habitats Regulations Assessment of the 
Main Modifications of the Crawley Local Plan (Lepus, February 2024). 

On the basis of the Appropriate Assessment, the HRA concludes that the Crawley Borough 
Local Plan 2023-2040 would have no adverse impact on site integrity at any Habitats site, either 
alone or in-combination. The table below provides a high-level summary of the HRA process. 

Qualifying Features 
which may be 
affected by the 
Crawley Borough 
Local Plan (alone or 
in-combination) 

Impact Pathways 
from the Crawley 
Borough Local Plan 

Supporting 
Appropriate 
Assessment 
Information 

Mitigation 
Measures 

Adverse 
Impact on 
Site 
Integrity? 

Ashdown Forest SAC  
Northern Atlantic wet 
heaths with Erica 
tetralix; Wet heathland 
with cross-leaved 
heath  
European dry heaths 

Change in air quality 
– direct impact upon 
habitats. 

Air Quality 
Modelling 

Local Plan;  
Local sustainable 
travel initiatives;  
and the County 
Transport Plan 

No 

Ashdown Forest SPA  
European nightjar 
(Breeding)  
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Qualifying Features 
which may be 
affected by the 
Crawley Borough 
Local Plan (alone or 
in-combination) 

Impact Pathways 
from the Crawley 
Borough Local Plan 

Supporting 
Appropriate 
Assessment 
Information 

Mitigation 
Measures 

Adverse 
Impact on 
Site 
Integrity? 

Great crested newt 
Bechstein`s bat 
Arun Valley SAC  
Little whirlpool ram's-
horn snail 

Water quality and 
water quantity 
direct impacts 
through 
hydrological 
linkages. 

Water Quality 
Monitoring 

Policy wording 
around water 
efficiency (Policy 
SDC4: Water 
Neutrality and 
Policy SDC3: 
Tackling Water 
Stress) 

No 

Arun Valley SPA  
Bewick’s swan (Non-
breeding)  
Waterbird assemblage 
(including: Shoveler, 
Teal, Wigeon, Bewick's 
Swan). 

Indirect water 
quality and water 
quantity impacts on 
species habitat 
requirements 
through 
hydrological 
linkages. 

Water Quality 
Monitoring 

Policy wording 
around water 
efficiency (Policy 
SDC4: Water 
Neutrality and 
Policy SDC3: 
Tackling Water 
Stress) 

No 

Arun Valley Ramsar  
Red Data Book 
invertebrate and plant 
species. 
Assemblages of 
waterbirds of 
international 
importance.  
Species/populations 
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This included the combination of the effects of the following neighbouring authorities’ local 
plans and other relevant plans and projects with the effects of the project: 
¶ Arun District Council 
¶ Brighton and Hove City Council 
¶ Chichester District Council 
¶ Eastbourne Borough Council 
¶ Epsom and Ewell District Council 
¶ Horsham District Council 




